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Will of James Mackay:


I James Mackay second son of George Mackay, Esq. of Arichliney and Elizabeth McDonald - Parish of Kildonan and County of Sutherland - North East part of the Kingdom of Scotland late - Commandant of St. Andrew, Upper Louisiana. Do declare to all whom it may concern, That though I am now in perfect health, yet not knowing how soon it may please the Almighty Lord of the Universe to call me to Eternity and it being our duty to put our affairs in order before that awful period and leave as little as possible to trouble our last moments. I will and do request by these presents, that after my death, all and every my property real and personal shall be disposed of in the following manner – To wit-

Section 1st…I leave and bequeath to  my dear mother, Elizabeth McDonald, mentioned in the above preamble, Fifty pounds Sterling money as a mark of my filial duty and affection towards my Excellent and surviving parent and in case of her death the said money to go to my sister Catherine.

Section 2nd… I leave bequeath to my three nieces, Elvira, Mary and Matilda (all three children of my eldest brother John Mackay and of Elizabeth Micheau his wife, late of Statten Island New York, and now deceased) seven hundred fifty dollars money of the United States that is to say two hundred and fifty dollars each of them my said nieces-

Section 3rd… I leave and bequeath to Mr. John Long of Gravois and Elizabeth of Gravois and Elizabeth Bennet his wife (my father and mother in law) Fifty dollars each as a mark of my friendship for their kindness to my children whom I hope they will not forget when Fatherless and unprotected.  And I leave and bequeath to my faithful friend Anthony Soulard Esq. of St. Louis (late Surveyor General of the Upper Louisiana) Fifty dollars to buy him a jewel in memory of our long and sincere friendship.

Section 4th… It is my special request that all the above mentioned legacies amounting in all to the sum of Eleven Hundred and Twenty three dollars money of the United States as also the money necessary for defraying the expense of raising and remitting the same, shall be made and raised out of any part of my personal or Real Estate which may be the least detrimental or  injurious to the interest of the rest of my property, and that the whole of said legacies be remitted and paid to the several legates as here above mentioned within one year after my decease or as soon after as possible.

Section 5th… I leave and bequeath to my three sons, John Zeno, George Anthony and James Bennet all my fire arms, my watch, and all my musical and mathematical instruments, all my Books, Charts, Journals, official and familiar letters and papers of every description and my spy glass, my desk and bookcase, all of which I hope my dear Boys will make good use of in due time with that regard to Justice, Friendship and Harmony which ought ever to exist between Brothers; and in the event of the death of any of them, every article mentioned in this section shall go to the Survivors or Survivor.

Section 6th… I give leave and bequeath to my Beloved wife Isabella L. Mackay, to her heirs or assigns in absolute right forever, whether she remains a widow or marries again, one negro man and a negro or mulatto woman or girl, to be chosen by her from among my slaves. Two horses or mares, Two cows and calves all to be chosen by her out of my stock, our Carriages and Harness our best Bed and Bedstead with all its clothing and furniture compleat, all our silver plate all her own clothing and jewels, our Clothes press and the largest Cupboard, a Table of her choice and Twelve chairs, and all the Kitchen Utensils, also Two Hundred Dollars in cash, Her looking glass and Four Hundred arpens of land French superficial measure with all its appurtenances, provided the said land shall be chosen by her or by any other at her request and in one or two pieces at most, to be taken in such a shape as will not injure materially the rest of the tracts of land out of which the said pieces or piece are taken, My said wife to chose the said Four Hundred arpens out of any land I own excepting the lands including my Salines, my two plantations on Gravois, my Town lots in St. Louis and Carondelet and my plantation land South of St. Louis on which my  mansion dwelling house stands, But the whole of the said property bequeathed to my said wife as specified and contained in this section is left and bequeathed to her by me on the express and irrevocable  condition that the said Four Hundred arpens or any part thereof or any thing else bequeathed to her my said wife by me, and mentioned in this section, Shall never be sold mortgaged, executed, alienated or disposed of, in any manner or on any pretense or for any debt or debts dues or demands or any cause whatever, or taken or possessed by any person or persons whomsoever, without first obtaining and having the free will and consent of my said wife to the sale disposed or alienation of said property, or any part thereof, thus bequeathed by this Section, provided that if such sale or disposal of said property, shall be made in the presence of my son John Zeno or one of my executors hereafter named, in this my will, such sale to be written and passed and acknowledged before a magistrate and signed sealed and delivered freely and voluntarily by my said wife, whose deed or conveyance made as here before specified and with the advice and consent of (at least) one of my said Executors, who may act at that time, It shall be a legal deed to convey whatever property she my said wife may and will as aforesaid sell, to the purchaser and provided also that my said wife shall have free liberty to bequeath by will or testament whatever part of the property bequeathed to her by me as aforesaid, which may  remain at her death, to any person or persons to whom she may chose to leave and bequeath the same according to her free will and pleasure and it is my will that my said wife shall remain in full possession of my mansion house and plantation belonging thereto, situated near St. Louis Bridge, during her natural and single life but no longer, and that all my children while single, shall enjoy, in common with her, the benefit of said house and farm.

Section 7th… It is my special will and request that all the residue and remainder of my estate real and personal goods and chattels of whatever nature quality or quantity they maybe, shall be and remain to and with my said beloved wife, Isabella L. Mackay while she remains a widow, and my seven children, John Zeno, George Anthony, James Bennet, Eliza Lucy, Catherine Mary, Jean Julia and Emilia Anne, and that my said wife and all my said children do and shall have and hold the same said property and Estate in common between them for their common use and benefit during the minority of my said children and my said Beloved wife is hereby directed and authorized by and with the advise of my Executors hereafter named to provide and take and use out of my said property real and personal whatever may be necessary and sufficient to support and maintain herself and said children in a plentiful decent and becoming manner and nowise inferior to the manner they lived with me, and to give good education to  my said daughters and a Classical Education to my said sons, and to dispose of as much of said property and Estate Real and Personal as will be sufficient to pay and defray all costs and expenses due or accruing on account of each and everything done or performed by virtue of this section and when any of my said children becomes of age or gets married with the consent of my said wife and desires and requires to get a share of said property, then (and not till then) an inventory shall be taken and appraisement made under the direction and management of my Executors hereafter named of the whole of my said property and Estate already mentioned in this section and which may be remaining at that time and (after deducting there-from and saving the necessary expenses and sum to finish the education of my said children as above specified) shall be divided into Eight equal shares of which seven shares shall go to my said seven children i.e. an equal share to each of them, and the remaining eighth share shall go to my said wife Isabella who shall have and hold the same during her natural and single life, for her better support and maintenance, which share she shall take in such things as may suit her. And my said Executors shall sell such parts of said estate as may be for the interest of the Heirs and such things as cannot be divided between them, And from and after the day that this division is made those of my said children who shall remain still with their mother, my said wife, or under her care, shall make to her a reasonable compensation, each of them, out of his or her own share, for all expense she my said wife shall be at on their account. But it is my will and request, that if my said wife do marry again, She shall immediately remove from my said mansion house and plantation and from and after the day of so marrying shall have no right to the possessions or benefit of said mansion house or plantation or any part thereof unless my said children should be disposed to allow her to remain with them in said house or on said plantation during their pleasure, and immediately after the day that my said wife shall marry as aforesaid I will, that my Executors shall take all my Estate real and personal from her and out of her possession (except the property and land which I bequeathed to her in absolute right as specified in the foregoing section the Sixth) and if not appraised before, to take an inventory of the whole and keep it safe or dispose of what parts of it that are perishable to the best advantage for the benefit of my said children, leaving the Real Estate to be divided and apportioned Equitably and in Equal Shares among my said seven children, as they get married or come of age, and to be drawn by lot or otherwise as may seem best and just, and all the Personal Estate also which remains at the time, of taking said inventory, and not included in foregoing section the sixth, shall be equally divided among my said Seven Children provided nevertheless that my Executors hereafter named and who may act at the time shall have power to dispose of as much of the said personal or Real Estate at any time as may be necessary for the good and decent maintenance and Education (as mentioned already in this section) of my said children, and in case my said wife did marry again as aforesaid, I will, that my said children shall be taken from her by my said Executors and placed at school or some other good place, except such as they may think proper to leave with their mother to whom they shall pay a reasonable compensation for their maintenance - and I fondly hope that my said Executors will always remember that the charges I leave to them are helpless orphans and the offspring of a Friend; and a Father who has not one relation on this side of the ocean to take their part, to guide them in the way they ought to go, to relieve them in their distress and guard them against a crafty and corrupt world. Consequently will act as Fathers to my Dear Children after I have mouldered in the tomb, see that they are treated with justice and humanity, brought up with decency and in the principles of virtue of religion and morality. 

Section 8th…It is my will and request that after my said wife has received the property I bequeathed to her in absolute right and all the foregoing legacies being paid to the legatees and prior to any division being made of the remainder of my Estate among my said children: My Executors hereafter named, and who may act at the time, shall take out of the said remainder of my Estate One thousand dollars lawful money, or the value thereof in Real Estate to be safely kept by my said Executors and their Successors for the express purpose of affording relief and support to  my said wife in case of her being reduced to poverty or want, in consequence of the misconduct of her future Husband, or other accidents or circumstances so as to need such relief, and to furnish her from time to time with such small sums as she may need while that said One Thousand Dollars or any part thereof remains, and it is my most Earnest request and desire that my said Executors shall never suffer or allow my said Dear and Beloved wife to want or be without a comfortable maintenance while there is any of the said Thousand Dollars left or remaining, and if the said Thousand Dollars be left and kept in Real Estate my said Executors shall dispose of the same to the best advantage and for the benefit of my said wife in the manner aforesaid and whatever is left of the said Thousand Dollars at the death of my said wife I do authorize and empower her by these presents to will and bequeath it as she (my said wife) may think proper and to any person or persons, whom she may think deserving and who, may have acted the most dutiful towards her of which she shall be the sole judge.


And it is my will and desire that my said Dear Wife shall be and remain guardian to my said children while she remains a widow, but no longer and if she marries again my eldest children to be guardians to the youngest of them provided they act as such with the advice of my excellent Friend Madame Julia Cerre` Soulard who I know will be the faithful friend of my dear orphans.


And I charge my Dear and Beloved wife and children by the regard they owe to my memory, that in whatever situation they happen to be, To continue during their lives in that duty and attachment which by nature they owe to each other and which is so essential to their welfare and never to forget that God will reward them according to their deeds.

Section 9th… It is my will and request that in case any child or children shall be Born to me by my said Dear Wife Isabella after the date hereof, such Child or Children shall inherit his or her or their share and portion of my said Real Estate equally with my children heretofore named and in the same manner and on the same conditions as expressed in this my Will and in as ample a manner as if he, she or they, had been mentioned by name herein. 

Section 10th…It is my will and request that while my before said wife remains a widow none of my Daughters before mentioned shall marry without her consent, and that any of them who acts to the contrary shall receive no part or share of my aforesaid Estate or property real personal or mixed, except One Dollar, and that all the remainder of the equal share mentioned in the foregoing section 7th and intended for her Such daughters shall be equally divided among the rest of my said children. 


I leave and bequeath to my youngest brother George now in the Island of Cape Breton, near Nova Scotia, Four hundred dollars to be taken and remitted to him or his heirs in the same manner as the other legacies, mentioned in the foregoing part of this my will.


And I do by these presents nominate constitute and appoint my good and trusty friend, Mr. John Long, my Father in Law, of Gravois, and Col. Anthony Soulard of St. Louis and my said Dear Wife, while she remains a widow, no longer to be Joint Executors of this my last Will and Testament  and my older son John Zeno as soon as he is Twenty One years of age to be Joint Executor of this my Will and Testament and on the demise of any of my said Executors, I will that the  survivors of them, my said Executors, shall choose another to replace such deceased Executor taking care to choose a friend to my family – 


And it is my special will and request, that, no court or law whatever which do exist or may or shall exist, shall ever meddle or interfere with anything concerning this my will and testament or my property or estate specified therein, and that all difficulties which may or shall occur respecting the same or any part thereof shall be settled by the arbitration of friends and honest men chosen, by those concerned, for that purpose.


And I do declare this to be my last will and testament hereby revoking all former wills and testaments by me made. In testimony whereof I have hereunto sit my hand and seal at St. Louis, State of Missouri, the Seventh day of November, year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty One - mine words underlined before signed and the word “made” in the margin -
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Codicil - Will of James Mackay 

In explanation of and to remove all doubt that might hereafter arise upon my intention as expressed in the tenth section of my will as above written hereby declare it to be my will that if any of my daughters shall marry or shall have married without my consent or without the consent of my said wife that in such she or they shall be entitled only to an Estate for and during the term of their and each of their lives respectively in that portion of my property hereby bequeathed and devised to each and any of them and each of their children shall be entitled to the absolute property and title to said portion and portions after the death of each of them respectively and it is my will that in case said daughters do marry without consent as aforesaid should or any should die without lawful issue then and in that case her or their respective shares and portions should and shall become distributable in equal shares to my surviving children and their legal survivors. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and twenty two hereby republishing my said will as well as the clause or codicil aforesaid subjected thereto…

James Mackay 

Signed and published in 

the presence of the witness herein…

Signed and attested said will in presence

of said testator and of each other

L.E. Lawless
   Cerre`
P. Proveuchere

**************************

Letter below was written by James Mackay to his son, Zeno Mackay. This letter is taken

from a copy handed down through James and Isabella’s grandson, John Barker the son of
their youngest daughter Isabella Louisa Mackay Barker.

 “My dear Son:

As it is the natural desire of all persons to know their pedigree, and such knowledge being always pleasing and sometimes useful, I will endeavor to give you (for your satisfaction and that of all my family) as much information on that subject as my recollection can furnish, that  you may know from what race you are descended and not remain in that ignorance which is the lot of the generality of those living on this side of the Atlantic, who not only know nothing of their European Ancestors, but have even lost their own real name. You, my dear son, are a descendant of the ancient race of O'Connor, one of the Kings of Ireland, which appears by the genealogy existing in our family these six hundred years. Prince Alexander, son of O'Connor, about the year 1200 came from Ireland with his followers and landed in the north part of Scotland, where he conquered a considerable tract of country, the most of which is still inhabited by his descendants (the Mackays). Alexander’s son’s name was Ay or I. About this time the great families began to use surnames to distinguish their families, consequently the sons of I were surnamed Mac I or Mackay, which name was ever after retained by their offspring. The word “Mac”, or “Mack”, in the old language of Scotland signified “son”. I was born in Arrichiliney, Parish of Kildonan, County of Sutherland, North part of Scotland. My father, George Mackay, who was a Judge, and my mother, Elizabeth McDonald, both of exemplary virtue and goodness, now deceased, resided at said Arrichiliney, which was also the residence of my grandfather, James Mackay, whose father's name was John, and John’s father’s name was William, who was the son of Murdoch Mackay, who was called the Great Murdoch, being not only a man of power, in the dark age he lived, but also possessed prodigious personal strength. My memory is not sufficient to trace out the line of our ancestors beyond this great man last mentioned, being the seventh generation back from you. I believe that sometime before this day our family became the youngest branch and consequently was excluded from the paternal inheritance which according to the laws of that country became the right of the oldest son and is now the property of his lineal descendant, George Mackay…Lord Rae. From every information I ever could collect it appears that our ancestors were eminent for personal courage and for their integrity in every situation, public or private, which was their lot to occupy and that their conduct on all occasions was worthy of the noble race from whom they descended. I do not give you this relation respecting your ancestors, that you may think yourself superior to other good men, but for the purpose that you may emulate their example and thereby render yourself worthy of the esteem and confidence of all good men, and honour and a blessing to your people, your country and yourself. And this maybe the last advice that I may ever be able to give you, I charge you, my dear son, not to neglect it. Remember it is the advice of a tender father who loves thee as his own life and whose advice is founded on a long experience, acquired in a life checkered with various scenes of good and evil inseparable from the rugged path of human life, through which you must also pass and perhaps commence its troubles without a father to guide thee. I am grieved at the thought of leaving you, your worthy mother and the rest of the family, in a corner of the earth removed from society and good examples, almost ruined by the injustice of government and now chiefly inhabited by a new population, the most of whom (considering property their chief good) stick at nothing to acquire it, and with few exceptions, those of them who amassed property since their arrival here, got it by fraud and injustice; therefore watch them as you would a wolf in the desert, for they will try to prey on you also. I do not mean to say that all the American race are of this description, for the Atlantic States (where people are civilized) morality reigns as in other civilized countries. But in all countries there are a certain description of persons, whose conduct is incompatible with the rules of a well regulated society, and of such are the generality of our new population. Men without honour or religion, disregarding even that natural duty which all mankind owes to their parents and other relations; the child prosecutes his parents and reduces them to poverty if he can; brothers and sisters are not ashamed to have their names called in court, against each other. Such is the present depraved state of society in this country, though I hope you will live to see an alteration for the better…and I have noticed it here merely to the end that you may arm yourself against the danger of being tainted by the present infamous state of things. In whatever situation you happen to be, public or private, let the rules of rectitude and your conscience be your guide, let not even pity make you deviate from this rule…leave the events to God who can bring good out of seeming evil. Use civility to all persons and of every description; make as few enemies as possible for the meanest being may find means to injure. Have but few friends, for you will find few in this world worthy of that name. Therefore be circumspect in your choice of them and careful to preserve their confidence after you prove them to be deserving of yours. Honour thy mother, she is worthy of all good and of more than you can do for her; protect her and your sisters and all the family as long as you live. Never place your confidence in a man void of religion, for what the fine and empty men of the world call honour (if not supported by religion) is as frail and false as a shadow and will deceive, soon or late, all who will depend on it. I do not mean the external forms of religion, though that is also necessary. True religion consists of loving merely, acting justly and never forgetting that the Almighty Lord of the Universe is a witness, to all our actions. Preserve to the outmost the confidence and friendship of my excellent and constant friend, Colonel Anthony Soulard, and his family; above all others follow his advise and you will do right. I need not mention your grandfather, Captain John Long, for it is natural for him to be your friend and he will always be so. I have two brothers alive, Robert, who is a Captain in the British Army, where he served twenty years and is lately retired on full pay to a small estate which he owns near the City of Inverness, in Scotland. He has but one child, Margarete, who is lately married to a Major Mackay of the same army. His name is William. My other brother, George, the youngest of our family, is in Nova Scotia, has been overseer of the public works, and is, I believe, removed to the Island of Cape Breton. He has a large family. My oldest brother, John, and his excellent consort are both buried on Long Island, near New York. Their three children, Eliza, Mary and Matilda, live with their grandmother, widow of Judge Paul Micheau, on Statten Island. I recommend them to your friendship for they are deserving. My brother William, younger than me, died many years ago at Petersburg, in Virginia, where he had been to establish a commercial house. My oldest sister, Jean, and her husband are dead and left a large family, some of them in the army and some in Scotland. My other and youngest sister, Catherine, married to George Mackay and lives in Doverary, in the County of Caithness, Scotland. They have a numerous family. Two of her sons, George and John, are merchants in Inverness. I have some relatives in Boston, New England, possessing much property. My Uncle, William Mackay, came to North Carolina with his wife, Isabella and Eleven children, in the year 1774. Before I left Europe, I was told by my father that they lived in Rowan County, before the Revolution, but I never heard anything from them since. I remember that they had several sons; the name of the oldest was James.”

*****************************

Copy of Obituary found in the Barker Family Documents:

The St. Louis Inquirer – March 23, 1822


Died – On the 16th inst, at his residence near the town of St.
Louis, after a painful illness of a few days, JAMES MACKAY, Esq.

We trust that in offering a small tribute to the memory of this worthy citizen, we shall escape the charge of being impertinent or ridiculous – importations that have well attached on divers “obituary notices” of late years. Mr. Mackay’s life was one of considerable enterprise – about 40 years ago he emigrated from Scotland, the country of his birth, to Canada; he there became engaged in the Indian fur trade, and had occasion to explore the region of the upper lakes and the country as far west as the Rocky Mountains – after some years past in the perilous occupation, he transferred his domicile to upper Louisiana and availed himself the protection which the Spanish government extended to foreign settlers. By that government he was employed to explore the country watered by the Missouri and its tributary rivers, a region almost without a civilized man. On his return from that expedition he made a report to the Spanish government, which met its fullest approbation. In remunerations of his services he received a grant of a large tract of land on the waters of the Missouri, when this grant was made the land was scarcely worth the expense of sovereign gain from that moment to the present, the concession, in consequence of the delay of confirmation, has not only been unproductive but has been a positive annual loss to Mr. Mackay. It is to be hoped that the justice which has been so long withheld from the father will not be denied to the mother and the orphans. The Spanish government testified its sense of Mr. Mackay’s merits, not only by this grant, but by investing him with different offices of importance, in all of which he was distinguished for his activity, intelligence, and disinterestedness. As military commandant of one of the subdivisions of Upper Louisiana, the duty devolved on him of providing for settlement of a multitude of American emigrants, who were induced by the advantages which the government and country presented to establish themselves in Louisiana. There are many of them yet alive to bear witness to the kind and honorable manner in which Mr. Mackay conducted himself towards them. On the cession of Louisiana to the United States, he continued to co-operate with the constituted authorities until the second grade of government was organized and Upper Louisiana divided into districts – since that time he has served in the various capacities of Major Militia, Judge of District Court, and Representative in the Legislature, with credit to himself and advantage to his fellow citizens. It is a consolatory fact that the last moments of his life were worthy of its whole blameless tenor the perfect calmness with which he viewed his approaching dissolution was the best comment on the character of the man. Neither the illusions of superstition, nor the abstractions of philosophy, could create the bright serenity which marked his latter end – this could only have been the result of a quite conscience – the best proof of his innocence in this world and his title to happiness hereafter.

***********************************
Copy below taken from Document handwritten by John Barker

The John Barker Family Document written in 1896. Original is owned by great

Grandson James Widener.

I John M Barker am an American and would not exchange its form of Government for all the glories of Kingly rule of all the ages past or future and I do not recommend the fostering of family pride further than to [line torn through…..] with the hope that if any of them become distinguished in any way for goodness or greatness, it may serve succeeding generations to follow in their honorable footsteps.


I do not know much of my father’s ancestry. His name was Simeon L. Barker born in Harrisburg, Ky. on the 13th July 1815, 4 miles East of Middleton, Mo. at Barker’s Ford, where his body now sleeps. He was one of the sons of Stephen Barker born of English American parents at Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co. N.Y. August 25 in the year 1769 [looks like he originally wrote 1759], and he ran away from College at 16 and joined Washington’s Army participating in long battles commanded by that Great Soldier. He was in the Indian Wars afterward and in the battle where Tecumseh was killed, he died in 1844 in Grant Co. Ky. and was buried with marked military honors. His wife, my grandmother (paternal) was Elizabeth Lloyd daughter of Col. Thomas Lloyd of Virginia. My good wife Maggie (Pace) Barker was the oldest daughter of Wm. H. Pace Esq. and Mary Elizabeth (Davis) Pace his wife, The Paces formerly were distinguished among the  [line torn through….] related to the Irvines, Wycliffs and Davises of Ky. and other good families in that state and Missouri. Her father Wm H. Pace Esq. was born in Madison Co. Ky. and died on the 12th March 1891 at his home in Woodson Co. Kansas and now sleeps in the Wellsville, Mo. Cemetery, her mother is yet living in Kansas.


My father Simeon L. Barker and my mother Louise Isabella Mackay were married to each other on the 21st day of August 1839 in the town of Crittenden Ky. and from there returned to St. Charles Co., Mo. and made their home on the Mackay Survey,  my mother’s land.


My darling little mother was born in a brick residence of grandfathers afterward converted into the academy of the Sacred Heart by the Catholics on Hickory and 5th streets of St. Louis (before the streets were laid off she was born on the 8th of Jany. 1820 and died of cholera at Flint Hill, St. Charles Co. Mo. on the 8th of June 1851 at six o'clock in the morning on Sunday without an enemy on earth aged 30 years and 5 months.


The last words she spoke was to myself, my little bother Mackay, Zeno, LeGrand and little sister Gertrude. It was “Be Good Children.”

John M Barker is the 2nd son of Simeon L. Barker & Louise (Mackay)[ this Mackay is crossed out] Isabella (Mackay) Barker born Dec 20th 1841.


Louisa Isabella (Mackay) Barker was the youngest child of Captain James Mackay born in Arichliney, Scotland on May 1st 1761 and died in St. Louis, Mo. on the 16 March 1822. He was the 2nd son of Judge George Mackay of Arichliney, Scotland. He was the son of James Mackay who was the son of John Mackay who was the son of William Mackay who was the son of Murdock Mackay who was called in Scotland the Great Murdock, being a man of giant strength and great influence in the dark ages in which he lived.


The first known of this Mackay, The ancient race of O'Conner, Kings of Ireland, are the Parent Stock:


In the year about 1200 Prince Alexander son of King O'Connor went over to Scotland from Ireland with his followers and captured a large tract of Country. Alexander's sons name was Ay or I and he was named Mac (meaning the son) or Mack in the old language of Scotland - so it was they took the name MacKay - The country they took embraces the Parish of Kildonan County of Sutherland North Scotland as it appears from history and a large part of the Ancestral Estate was held in 1822 by George MacKay Lord Rae he being in line of succession.


We sometimes get interesting letters from our kinsmen across the sea, and many of them accompany places of importance and honor.


This statement is written by me on Sunday the 19th day of July 1896. At this writing my wife and daughter Leona are at the house of our dear son Justin, who has been near death for weeks at Atkins, Ark. but thank God is better.







John M. Barker

Genealogy

Children of George Mackay of Arichliney Scotland who died

Jan.  19, 1809

Jean was born Feb 1, 1756 died Oct 4, 1784

John was born 10th Nov 1758

James was born May 1, 1761.  Died March 16, 1822

William was born March 15, 1763

Kitty was born Dec 31, 1767

Robt was born March 15, 1770

George was born August 15, 1774

John Long was born March 1752 died March 8[?], 182[6] age of 74 years and his wife Elizabeth Long died in St. Louis Co. aged 77 years on Apr. 5 1832.

And their daughter Elizabeth Long (Elizabeth Mackay) was the wife of said Captain James Mackay who were the parents of Louise Isabella (Mackay) Barker. 

Elizabeth Mackay died in 1860 [25th February age 77 years at the home of Louis Guion -  Missouri Republican 3 March 1861] and sleeps on the hill side about 1/4 of a mile south of the old Mackay house on the Gravois - 4 miles West of South St. Louis. Capt James Mackay’s last resting place was lost in the field, although long searched for and is built over by the city of St. Louis. She was born Sept. 2nd 1783 in Philadelphia. Pa.

Children of Simeon L and Louise Mackay Barker

Stephen Mackay Barker was born near Flint Hill, St. Charles Co., Mo on the 28th July 1843 Monday 10 AM and died on the ___ 18th at Wellsville, Mo. [no year of death is given]

John Milton Barker was born near Flint Hill at 8 AM on Monday the 20th Dec. 1841 [written in by different hand writing - died Jan 1913].

Zeno Trudeau Barker was born on Monday 10 O'clock P.M. Oct 2nd 1843 at the same place died. [Flint Hill]

James LeGrand Barker was born on Monday 27 [torn] 1845 

Twin boys - born on June 5, 1849 not named one died June 11, 1849 the other died on June the 25th 1849.

Gertrude (Darling) Barker was born on June 7, 1850.

